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Actress Irene Santiago motivates,
encourages students for the future
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Staff writer Beyond her appearances in High
ROSE HILL — After more than School Musical, Iron Man and One

25 years as an actress, Tree Hill, Santiago
Irene Santiago knows wy, t teaches, does public
it is a tough business. our parents speaking, voice-over

want something
better for you

.. My parents
wanted something
different for me.

| want something
better for my kids.
The opportunities
you have today are
amazing.”
—Irene Santiago

work and is a mother.

Over the course of
two weeks, she used
her life experiences to
help students find their
passion and to give
them the tools to make
it a reality.

The focus is on sev-
enth graders, she said,
because they are mak-
ing the transition from
childhood to young
adulthood.

“We realized there was a big need
for the kids who were falling through
the cracks,” she said.

Santiago worked with Jan
Zoesch and the Wallace-Rose Hill
Friends of the Arts to find a way to

“Life is a tough
business,” she said.
“But you have to have
a passion. What is your
passion?”

This is what she
stressed recently dur-
ing her annual visit
to talk and work with
seventh grade English
language arts students
at Charity Middle
School.

The Wallace-Rose
Hill Friends of the Arts have even
sponsored Santiago, who acted
in and produced the recent film,
“Adrenaline.”

Santiago isn’t a stranger to Duplin
County. In the past, her husband, Del
Baron, was the special events coor-
dinator at the Mad Boar Restaurant

Actress Irene Santiago
shares her life experiences
with seventh graders at
Charity Middle School.

Continued on page 9C

Irene Santiago gives students tips before they film their
commercial. From left are, Destiny James, Cristian Cor-
don, Dakota Brown, Fernanda Reyes and Stacy Baltazar.

The actress and producer sets up a camera to film
commercials made by students.

Irene Santiago shared her more than 25 years of act-
ing experience with seventh graders at Charity Middle
School.

Loving magazines is also a part of my being

“Look at all the magazines:
There’s always 10 ways to be bet-
ter at something.”

-Brooke Elliott

My name is Jackie and ... [ am
a magazine addict.

Besides having a love for books,
there is enough room in my heart
and apartment for magazines.

My goal is to read at least one
book a month. The rest of the time
is spent with magazines.

While some people glance at
Facebook throughout the day, I can
be found at either Magazines.com
or Amazon.com looking for maga-
zine subscriptions.

I love magazines. To those who
know me, this is the Understate-
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ment of the Year.

It started when I was about
nine, when I would buy soap opera
and wrestling magazines with my
allowance. I needed to know what
was happening on The Young and
the Restless and the Guiding Light
while I was in school. As for wres-
tling, I had to make sure my grand-
ma and I were prepared when we
watched it on Saturday nights.

And each year, my grandmoth-
er would get the Publisher’s Clear-
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inghouse thing in the mail and let
me chose one magazine subscrip-
tion for the year.

I remembered receiving Jane
and feeling like a whole new world
had opened up to me.

By college, I had a $100 a
month magazine habit. Each week,
I would bike over to the newsstand
in downtown Rock Hill to browse
through the thousands of maga-
zines on display and talk to Mr.
Jim, the owner.

Each week, he would have a
Sunday Las Vegas Review-Journal
and a Sunday News and Observer
waiting forme.Those weren’tcheap
either, since they were out-of-state
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This is just a sampling of the 65 magazines | receive each month.
These are some of my favorites that | read.
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